Yorba Linda General Plan

10. Public Health and Safety Element
Introduction
The Public Health and Safety Element provides
policy guidance for the provision of quality public
safety services needed to serve the existing and
expected future population in Yorba Linda. The
Public Health and Safety Element identifies
natural and man-made hazards which have the
potential to impact the population, property, and
the natural environment.
Through the investigation of hazard risks, and
careful land use planning to reduce or restrict
development in high risk areas, the potential for disaster can be reduced. The Public Health and Safety
Element seeks to sustain and improve the City’s commitment to safety through proactive and
comprehensive police, fire, building, and code enforcement services that encourage community
outreach and education, maintain local agency partnerships, promote prevention, and enhance the
technical, logistical, and technological systems to prepare for and respond to public safety needs.

Authority and Scope
The State of California Government Code Section 65302(g) requires that a General Plan include “a
safety element for the protection of the community from any unreasonable risk associated with the effects
of seismically induced surface rupture, ground shaking, ground failure, tsunami, seiche, and dam failure;
slope instability leading to mudslides and landslides; subsidence, liquefaction; and other seismic hazards
identified pursuant to Chapter 7.8 (commencing with Section 2690) of Division 2 of the Public Resources
Code, and other geologic hazards known to the legislative body; flooding; and wildland and urban
fires.”
The State of California Government Code Section 8876 requires that the Safety Element discuss
hazardous buildings due to Yorba Linda’s location within a seismically active region and potential for
structures which were built prior to uniform building code restrictions (pre 1930).

Background
Geologic events, seismic activity in particular, are the primary natural hazards to the residents and
property of Yorba Linda.
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Seismic Hazards
Earthquake Faults
There are several large active faults in the Southern California region that could potentially impact the
City of Yorba Linda including the San Joaquin Hills Thrust Fault, the Newport-Inglewood Fault, the San
Andreas Fault, the Peralta Hills Fault and the Whittier-Elsinore Fault. The San Andreas Fault system
distributes shearing across a complex system of primarily northwest-trending faults. The Whittier-Elsinore
Fault cuts along the base of the southwestern slopes of the Puente and Chino hills.1 Table PS-1: Existing
Faults, below shows the significant faults and potential earthquake effects in the areas surrounding
Yorba Linda.
Table PS-1
Existing Faults
Fault
Whittier
Elsinore
Chino
Peralta Hills
Newport/Inglewood
San Jacinto
San Andreas

Category1
Active
Active
Potentially Active
Active
Active
Active
Active

Estimated Maximum
Magnitude2
7.0
7.3
6.5
6.5
7.0
7.5
8.25

Notes:
1. Active faults are known to have surface displacements within Holocene times (past 11,000 years). Potentially active faults
have evidence of surface faulting within Quaternary time (past 2-3 million years).
2. Maximum magnitude based on estimated rupture length and empirical relationships between historical rupture and
earthquake magnitude.

The Whittier Fault is believed to be the main spur from the larger Elsinore Fault which follows a general
line easterly of the Santa Ana Mountains into Mexico. Accordingly, the surface fault rupture hazard in
Yorba Linda is high within the boundaries of this zone. The Whittier fault extends over 20 miles from the
Whittier Narrows near Whittier, southeast to the Santa Ana River, where it merges with the southeasterly
trending Elsinore fault. Collectively, these two faults combined with smaller faults are known as the
Whittier-Elsinore Fault Zone. The Whittier-Elsinore Fault Zone traverses the Planning Area in a generally
northwest to southeast direction. Exhibit PS-1: Whittier-Elsinore Fault, shows the locations of these nearby
faults that could potentially impact the planning area.

California Geological Survey, Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Yorba Linda 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Los
Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties, California. 2005.
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Surface Rupture and Ground Shaking
As discussed above, there are several active and potentially active faults in the vicinity of Yorba Linda
which make the risk of structural damage and loss of life due to ground shaking considerable. According
to the County of Orange Safety Element, portions of the City of Yorba Linda could experience “intensities
of VI” (according to the Modified Mercalli Scale) in the event of a maximum credible earthquake on the
San Andreas or Newport-Inglewood faults. Intensity, which differs from magnitude, refers to the
perceived strength of an earthquake as it affects local residents and construction. Intensity depends on
magnitude, distance from the epicenter, acceleration, period duration and amplitude of seismic waves,
type of ground, water table, type and quality of construction, and the natural fundamental period of
structures and their foundations. Intensity scales are a measure of perceived impact based on interviews
and observations. Table PS-2: Richter and Modified Mercalli Scale Comparison, describes the Modified
Mercalli Scale for Earthquake Intensities.
Table PS-2
Richter and Modified Mercalli Scale Comparison
Magnitude on Richter Scale
Below 3.0
3.0-3.9
Distance felt:
(approx. miles) 15
4.0-4.9
Distance felt:
(approx. miles) 30
5.0-5.9
Distance felt:
(approx. miles) 70
6.0-6.9
Distance felt:
(approx. miles) 125
7.0-7.9
Distance felt:
(approx. miles) 250
8.0-8.9

Effects at Different Levels of Intensity
I. Not felt by most people; only instruments detect the earthquake.
II. People lying down might feel the earthquake.
III. People on the upper floors of the building will feel it, but may not
know it is an earthquake. Hanging objects may swing.
IV. People indoors will probable feel it, but those outside may not.
Houses may creak.
V. Nearly everyone feels it. Sleepers are awakened. Doors swing,
pictures move, things tip over.
VI. Everyone feels the earthquake. It is hard to walk. Windows and
dishes are broken. Books fall from shelves.
VII. It is hard to stand. Plaster, bricks, and tiles fall from buildings.
Small landslides.
VIII. People will not be able to drive cars. Poorly built buildings may
collapse and chimneys may fall.
IX. Most foundations are damaged. Masonry heavily damaged.
Pipes are broken. The ground cracks.
X. Most buildings are destroyed. Water is thrown out of rivers and
lakes. Large landslides.
XI. Rails are bent. Bridges and underground pipelines are unusable.
XII. Large rock masses displaced. Large objects may be thrown into
air. Most things are leveled.

Source: County of Orange, General Plan 2005, Safety Element.
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Liquefaction
Liquefaction-induced ground failure has historically been a major cause of earthquake damage in
Southern California. Localities most susceptible to liquefaction-induced damage are underlain by loose,
water-saturated, granular sediment within 50 feet of the ground surface. These geological and groundwater conditions exist in parts of Yorba Linda. In addition, the potential for strong earthquake ground
shaking is high because of the nearby active faults. The combination of these factors constitute a
significant seismic hazard in areas of Yorba Linda.2 Areas that are prone to liquefaction due to
geological and ground-water conditions are located within liquefaction zones. In Yorba Linda, the
liquefaction zone is located primarily within a mile of the Santa Ana River.3 Exhibit PS-2: Liquefaction
Zones, shows the portions of the planning area that are located with the liquefaction zone.

California Geological Survey, Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Yorba Linda 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Los
Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties, California. 2005.
3
California Geological Survey, Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Orange 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Orange
County, California. 1997.
2
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Hazardous Buildings
One of the major threats to public safety in an earthquake is the damage that the earthquake causes
to structures that house people and/or essential civil functions. Continuing advances in engineering
design and building code standards over the past decade have greatly reduced the potential for collapse
in most new construction during an earthquake. However, many structures in the City of Yorba Linda
were built before earthquake design standards were incorporated into building codes. The following
specific building types are of particular concern in this regard:
Unreinforced Masonry Structures – Following the 1933 Long Beach earthquake, seismic requirements
were added to local building codes for the first time, and the Field Act of 1934 instituted statewide
standards which applied to existing unreinforced masonry structures. These structures are still recognized
as the most hazardous type of structure in an earthquake. Because of the development that occurred in
Yorba Linda during the 1930s, unreinforced masonry buildings potentially may still exist within the City.
Most of the development that took place in the 1930s is concentrated in the downtown area.
Senate Bill 547 requires local jurisdictions to enact structural hazard reduction programs by (a)
inventorying pre-1934 unreinforced masonry structure, and (b) developing mitigation programs for
structural hazards.
Soft-Story Buildings – Soft-story buildings are structures that have at least one story (commonly the
ground floor) which has significantly less rigidity and/or strength than the rest of the structure. This can
form a weak link in the structure, unless special design features are incorporated to give the building
adequate structural integrity. Typical examples of soft-story construction are buildings with glass curtain
walls on the first floor only, or buildings placed on stilts or columns, leaving the first story open for
landscaping, street-friendly building entry, parking, or other purposes. In the early 1950s to early 1970s,
soft-story structures were a popular construction style for low- and mid-rise concrete frame structures.

Landslide Hazards
Landslides triggered by earthquakes have been a significant cause of earthquake damage. Areas that
are most susceptible to earthquake-induced landslides are steep slopes in poorly cemented or highly
fractured rocks, areas underlain by loose, weak soils, and areas on or adjacent to existing landslide
deposits.4
Slope stability is a serious geologic problem in the northern and northeastern parts of the City of Yorba
Linda. Exhibit PS-3: Landslide Zones, shows the portions of the planning area that are at risk of landslides
due to geological conditions. This area is underlain by siltstone and interbedded sandstone of the Puente
Formation and is often prone to landslides and other forms of slope failure. Along Telegraph Canyon
and other east-west trending canyons, landslides are more common than on south-facing slopes which
California Geological Survey, Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Yorba Linda 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Los
Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties, California. 2005.
4
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are typically underlain by thick soil and slope wash. Soil creep and shallow slope failures also occur
more on the east-west trending slopes. Conditions which contribute to the slope failures are evident in
the Chino Hills area, particularly in areas of well-bedded siltstone and sandstone within the Puente
Formation. The Puente Formation underlies the Puente and Chino hills and is comprised of four
members: the Sycamore Canyon, Yorba, Soquel, and La Vida members.5 Rockfalls and rockslides are
also identified as a hazard where resistant, thick-bedded or massive sandstone is exposed on steep,
high-slopes such as in areas underlain by the Soquel Member of the Puente Formation.

California Geological Survey, Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Yorba Linda 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Los
Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties, California. 2005.
5
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Drainage and Flood Hazards
Flooding
Historic flooding in Orange County has occurred
largely along the Santa Ana River. Flood flows
have been documented since 1825. The greatest
flood in the history of California occurred in
1862 when it was estimated that the flow in the
Santa Ana River was 315,000 cubic feet per
second (cfs), more than three times larger than
any subsequently measured flow. The history of
flooding along the Santa Ana River has been the
impetus behind the Santa Ana River Mainstream
Project which is designed to provide flood
protection to communities in Orange, Riverside,
and San Bernardino Counties. The project will increase levels of flood protection for more than 3.35
million people and include the Seven Oaks Dam, Mill Creek Levee, San Timoteo Creek, Oak Street
Drain, Prado Dam, Santiago Creek, and the Lower Santa Ana River.6
The City of Yorba Linda has within its boundaries a number of identified 100-year floodplains. A 100year floodplain is defined as an area that has a one percent or greater chance of experiencing a flood
inundation in any given year. The floodplain areas in Yorba Linda have been established by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and are shown on Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS). Exhibit
PS-4: Flood Hazards, shows the floodplain areas designated by FIRMS that are located within the
planning area.
The designated floodplain within the boundaries of the City of Yorba Linda can be broken into two
categories – tributaries to the Santa Ana River and the Santa Ana River. The Santa Ana River floodplain
in Yorba Linda extends approximately four miles along the southern border of the City and encompasses
approximately 690 acres. The floodplains that are tributaries to the river generally follow the area
topography that flows roughly south to southwest. Some of these designated areas have been improved
to contain floodwaters, but many are in an unimproved state.
The Yorba Linda Municipal Code, Chapter 15.12 Flood Damage Protection, helps to minimize public
and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas. Flood hazard areas in the City of Yorba
Linda are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss of life and property, health and safety
hazards, and disruption of commerce and governmental services. Special flood hazard areas are

6

OC Public Works, Santa Ana River Project. http://ocflood.com/sarp/. Accessed July 27, 2015.
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identified by FEMA and FIRMS. The City’s Municipal Code requires a Floodplain Development Permit
before construction or development within any area of special flood hazards.
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Dam Inundation
Prado Dam and Reservoir, completed by the Corps of Engineers in 1941, are intended to provide flood
protection to the Lower Santa Ana River, including the City of Yorba Linda. The earthen dam and its
reservoir were deigned to control floods of magnitudes that could be reasonably expected to occur
under anticipated future development of the watershed (typically a 200-year flood). Since the Prado
Dam was built, changes have occurred in the drainage area. Historical data on rainfall and runoff,
coupled with advances in predicting future flood potential, have shown Prado Dam offers only 70-year
flood protection. A serious concern is that the existing Prado Dam and spillway could not accommodate
a probable maximum flood, resulting in overtopping of the dam.7
According to the County of Orange Safety Element, portions of southern Yorba Linda along the Santa
Ana River are located within the Prado Dam Inundation Area that could potentially be impacted by
flooding from Prado Dam, as shown in Exhibit PS-5: Dam Inundation Areas.

County of Orange, General Plan 2005. http://ocplanning.net/planning/generalplan2005. Accessed July 27,
2015.
7
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Fire Hazards
The City of Yorba Linda is subject to wildfires due to the City’s geographical location, steep terrain,
highly flammable chaparral vegetation, and the Santa Ana winds that occur during seasonal dry periods.
Major fires have threatened the City in the past. Fire hazards are typically greatest in the late summer
and early fall when vegetation is dry. Early fall is also when the warm dry Santa Ana winds blow from
the north and northeast.
The Santa Ana Canyon, which begins to the east of Yorba Linda, has an extensive wildland fire history.
The canyon’s geographical location plays a major role in directing wildland fire into Orange County.
Since 1980, the Santa Ana Canyon area has experienced 25 separate wildland fires, burning a total of
82,734 acres with the events ranging from one to more than 30,000 acres. Table PS-3: Significant
Wildfires in Yorba Linda, below lists the most notable and devastating fire events that have impacted
Yorba Linda since 1980.
Table PS-3
Significant Wildfires in Yorba Linda
Fire Name
Year
Carbon Canyon Fire
1980
Owl Fire
1980
Gypsum Fire
1982
Sierra Peak Fire
2006
Freeway Complex Fire
2008

Acres Burnt
14,613
18,332
19,986
10,506
30,000+

Source: Orange County Fire Authority, After Action Report Freeway Complex Fire,
November 15, 2008.

The 2008 Freeway Complex Fire was one of the largest wildland fires in Orange County history. The
fire consumed over 30,000 acres, impacted six cities in four counties, and destroyed over 381 homes,
commercial structures and out-buildings. The fire started in the City of Corona and was swiftly spread
by the Santa Ana winds, causing widespread damage in the cities of Yorba Linda, Anaheim, and
Corona, as well as to the Chino Hills State Park. The estimated cost for fighting the Freeway Complex
Fire was approximately $16.1 million.8
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) identifies Fire Hazard Severity
Zones (FHSZ) and shares that information with local agencies. CAL FIRE map areas of FHSZ within
Local Responsibility Areas (LRAs) and State Responsibility Areas (SRAs). Wildland fire protection in the
State is the responsibility of either the local government, the State, or the federal government. LRAs
include incorporated cities with service provided by municipal fire departments or fire protection districts.

8

Orange County Fire Authority, After Action Report Freeway Complex Fire, November 15, 2008.
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SRAs include areas of California in which the responsibility of preventing and stopping fires is the
responsibility of the State.
Elements that are considered in determining the FHSZ include:
Vegetation- Vegetation is “fuel” to a wildfire and fire hazard considers the potential vegetation
over a 50 year time period.
Topography- Fire burns faster on steep slopes.
Weather- Fire burns faster and with more intensity when air temperature is high, relative
humidity is low, and winds are strong.
Crown fire potential- Under extreme conditions, fires burn up into trees and tall brush.
Ember production and movement- Fire brands are blown ahead of the main fire.
Likelihood of wildfire- The likelihood of an area burning over a 30 to 50 year time period.
Exhibit PS-6: California Fire Hazard Severity Zones, shows the LRAs and SRAs Fire Hazard Severity Zones
as designated by CAL FIRE which are located in Yorba Linda and surrounding areas.
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Oil Well Hazards
Yorba Linda has a long history of oil production, dating back to the 1930s. There are several active
wells in Yorba Linda; however, oil extraction in the City has been declining over the past several decades
as resources are depleted. Several of the sites previously used for oil extraction have been redeveloped
into residential, recreational or commercial uses. The large Shell oil field was redeveloped into the Black
Gold Golf Course.
Hazards exist for both active and abandoned oil wells. Potential hazards from active oil wells include
potential soil and groundwater contamination, as well as release of methane gas. The abandonment of
oil wells falls within the jurisdiction of the California Department of Conservation, Oil, Gas, and
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR). Oil wells are subject to regulations and oversight by DOGGR.
Additionally, DOGGR provides regulations regarding the placement of structures on abandoned oil
well sites. Abandoned wells must be vented to the atmosphere and plugged. A well is plugged by placing
cement in the well-bore or casing at certain intervals as specified in California laws or regulations.

Hazardous Materials
Hazardous materials are substances that may pose a significant present or potential hazard to human
health and safety and/or to the environment if released into the community. Hazardous materials are
found in household cleaners, industrial solvents, paint, etc. Storage, transport and disposal of hazardous
materials requires careful and sound management practices.

Hazardous Waste Management
Hazard waste management in the City of Yorba Linda is regulated by the County of Orange. The
Orange County Environmental Health Division is designated as the Certified Unified Program Agency
(CUPA) for the County of Orange. The CUPA is the local administrative agency that coordinates the
regulation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes in Orange County through the following six
programs:







Hazardous Materials Disclosure (HMD)
Business Emergency Plan (BEP)
Hazardous Waste (HW)
Underground Storage Tank (UST)
Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank (APST)
California Accidental Release Prevention (CalARP)

Additionally, the Orange County Environmental Health Division has a specialized Health Hazardous
Materials Team (Health HazMat Team). The Health HazMat Team responds to incidents County-wide
that involve a release or potential threat of hazardous materials and wastes that pose a physical,
chemical, biological, or radiological hazard to the community. The Health HazMat Team responds to:
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Hazardous materials spills
Clandestine drug lab operations
Terrorism incidents
Hazardous materials complaints

The City of Yorba Linda is responsible for informing the emergency service personnel in the County of
the use and dangers of hazardous materials in the community in order to plan for and respond to
potential emergencies and exposure to such materials; provide a system of disclosure to allow
firefighters, health officials, planners, elected officials, and other emergency service personnel to meet
their responsibilities for the health and welfare of the community while respecting trade secrecy; and to
keep the community informed on the use and disposal of hazardous materials in the County.

Transportation of Hazardous Materials
The Federal Department of Transportation (DOT) is the primary regulatory authority for the interstate
transport of hazardous materials. The DOT establishes regulations for safe handling procedures, such
as the packaging, marking, and routing of the transport of hazardous materials. The California Highway
Patrol enforces the interstate transport of hazardous materials and hazardous waste.
In Yorba Linda, trucks are the primary mode of transportation for the movement of hazardous materials.
The City of Yorba Linda has instituted truck restrictions on all streets within the City limits except for
Imperial Highway. This truck restriction requires that trucks use Imperial Highway and that local and
collector roads can only be used for local deliveries. Trucks must use the shortest route to the delivery
site possible from Imperial Highway. There are no other designated routes or travel time restrictions for
hazardous waste haulers who transport hazardous materials on City roads to access the State Route 91
Freeway (SR-91). The SR-91 is a major east-west transportation corridor in the region and is located
just south of Yorba Linda.
While trucks are the primary mode of transportation, the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad
travels through the southeast portion of Yorba Linda and is used to transport hazardous materials among
other freight.
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Related Plans and Programs
California Division of Mines and Geology
The California Division of Mines and Geology identifies and evaluates specific geologic and seismologic
hazards with respect to their impact on land use planning and makes this information available to the
public.

California Fire Plan
The California Fire plan is the state’s
road map for reducing the risk of
wildfire. The Fire Plan is a cooperative
effort between the State Board of
Forestry and Fire Protections and the
California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection. The objectives of the
Fire Plan are to reduce fire costs and
property losses, increase firefighter
safety, and contribute to ecosystem
health. The Fire Plan is structured to
allow individual fire departments to establish plans and policies for land within their respective
jurisdiction.

Orange County Hazardous Waste Management Program
Developed pursuant to the Tanner Act (1986), the Orange County Hazardous Waste Management Plan
identifies current and projected future hazardous waste generation and management needs in Orange
County. The plan provides the framework for the development of facilities to manage hazardous wastes
and also sets in motion policy directives towards developing county-wide programs in areas such as
waste reduction, and collection of hazardous wastes from households and small quantity businesses.

County Hazardous Waste Material Incident Response Plan
The County of Orange has developed a comprehensive plan which establishes the County’s response
organization, command authority, responsibilities, functions and interactions required to mitigate
hazardous substance emergency incidents affecting Orange County. The plan identifies local, state, and
federal responsibilities designed to minimize damage to human health, natural systems, and property
caused by the release of hazardous substances.

Orange County’s Household Hazardous Waste Element
The City of Yorba Linda participates in Orange County’s Household Hazardous Waste Element. Its
participation includes working with the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) office. The goals for the plan include education, places for disposal, monitoring of
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regulation requirements and ultimately to significantly reduce disposal of household hazardous waste
in solid waste landfills. The City of Yorba Linda supports these goals and assists the County with
implementation.

Yorba Linda Source Reduction/Recycle Element
In compliance with AB 939, the City of Yorba Linda adopted a Source Reduction and Recycle Element,
which is a separate document and not included in the General Plan. The Source Reduction component
of the Element identifies specific objectives that are achievable, and, when possible, measurable and
time specific. The objective of this component is to minimize the quantity of solid waste generated by
targeting specific waste types.
The Recycling component of the Element identifies several programs that are aimed at increasing the
recycling of waste. In addition to developing the programs, this Element describes programs to reduce
waste, special disposal methods, and who is responsible for the implementation and monitoring of the
programs.

Yorba Linda Emergency Response Plan
The Emergency Response Plan addresses the City’s planned response to extraordinary emergency
situations associated with natural disasters, technological incidents, and nuclear defense operations.
The plan does not apply to normal day-to-day emergencies. The Emergency Response Plan focuses on
potentially large-scale disasters which can generate unique situations requiring unusual responses.
Specifically, this includes emergencies which threaten life and property, and potentially impact the wellbeing of large numbers of people.

.
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Public Health and
Safety Element
Policy Program

conflict of goals and
resources.
Policy PS-2.2

Ensure all new development
pays its share of costs
and/or completes necessary
improvements to mitigate
impacts on existing
infrastructure.

Policy PS-2.3

Review and evaluate
existing traffic mitigation
fees and develop new fees,
if necessary, to fund the
improvements identified in
the General Plan in
cooperation with other
jurisdictions.

Policy PS-2.4

Proactively seek best
practices in engineering
and construction of
structures to enhance
occupant safety with
particular emphasis on
hazards identified by the
City’s disaster response
plans.

Policy PS-2.5

Ensure that structures within
very high fire zones include
adequate fire sprinkler
systems.

Goal PS-1

The City’s highest priority shall be
the protection of human life.
Policy PS-1.1

Prioritize the protection of
residents of the City,
workers at businesses within
the City, and invited guests
of residents or businesses
within the City over the
protection of other persons
in the event of a conflict of
goals and resources.

Policy PS-1.2

Coordinate all available
resources, including
regularly contracted
services, City employees,
and organized volunteer
groups in the event of a
disaster.

Policy PS-1.3

Ensure appropriate
response to recognized
natural and manmade
disasters with a high
probability of occurrence.

Goal PS-3
Goal PS-2

The protection of property shall be
the second highest priority.

A community protected from
hazards associated with geologic
instability and seismic events.

Policy PS-2.1

Policy PS-3.1
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decisions, especially in
regards to type of use, size
of facility, and ease of
evacuation of occupants.

Goal PS-4

Policy PS-3.2

Monitor known and
potential geologic hazards
in the City.

Policy PS-4.1

Policy PS-3.3

Mitigate the potential for
landslides and seismic
hazards in the engineering
and construction of
structures within the City.

Provide appropriate land
use designations and
regulations for areas subject
to flooding.

Policy PS-4.2

Maintain natural drainage
courses and keep them free
of obstructions.

Policy PS-3.4

Promote high standards for
seismic performance of
structures.

Policy PS-3.5

Promote the collection of
relevant data on
groundwater levels and soil
types in regard to
liquefaction susceptibility,
landslide potential and
subsidence risks.

Policy PS-3.6

Discourage the siting of
habitable facilities and
structures close to an active
or potentially active fault.

Policy PS-3.7

Promote the use of
earthquake survival and
efficient post-disaster
functioning in the siting,
design and construction
standards for structures and
facilities.
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Protect the lives and property of
residents and visitors of the City
from flood hazards.

Goal PS-5

Protect the lives and property of
residents and visitors of the City
from wildfire hazards through
preventative measures.
Policy PS-5.1

Reduce the risk for wildfires
within the City.

Policy PS-5.2

Coordinate with the U.S.
Forest Service, the Orange
County Fire Authority, and
private land owners to
maintain landscape and
provide buffers which will
reduce the risk of wildfires.

Policy PS-5.3

Promote and support City
programs aimed at
reducing the risk of
wildfires.

Policy PS-5.4

Educate the public as to the
risks associated with wildfire
hazards and promote
wildfire reduction activities
by residents.
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Goal PS-6

Goal PS-7

Community protection from
hazards associated with fires and
crime.

Availability and effective response
of emergency services following a
disastrous event within the City.

Policy PS-6.1

Minimize the loss of life,
damage to property, and
the economic and social
dislocations resulting from
structural fires.

Policy PS-7.1

Maintain the Emergency
Response Plan that identifies
all available resources and
funds for use in the event of
a disaster.

Policy PS-6.2

Consult with the responsible
agencies to ensure that fire,
police, and emergency
services concerns are
considered in the review of
planning and development
proposals.

Policy PS-7.2

Establish procedures and
implementation actions for
rescue efforts, medical
efforts, emergency shelters,
and provision of supplies.

Policy PS-7.3

Coordinate with local, state,
and federal agencies to
reduce community risks in
the event of a disaster.

Policy PS-7.4

Provide for an Emergency
Operations Center for use
in the event of a disaster,
based on an inter-agency
communication system.

Policy PS-6.3

Policy PS-6.4

Policy PS-6.5

Policy PS-6.6
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Ensure that adequate
police, fire, and emergency
service facilities and
personnel are maintained to
provide service at sufficient
levels.
Promote public safety
education programs in the
City.
Ensure that local streets and
transportation corridors are
sufficient in the event of fires
within the City for safe
evacuation.
Ensure that local streets and
transportation corridors
have adequate capacity for
safe evacuation when new
development is constructed.

Goal PS-8

Protect public health, safety, and
welfare and the environment from
exposure to hazardous materials
and waste.
Policy PS-8.1

Establish planning
procedures which consider
the handling and
transportation of hazardous
materials and ensure that
they are in accordance with
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applicable County, State
and Federal regulations.
Policy PS-8.2

Discourage transportation
of hazardous materials on
residential streets and
establish transportation
routes for the conveyance of
hazardous materials.

Policy PS-8.3

Support implementation of
and continue with
participation in the Orange
County's Household
Hazardous Waste Plan.

Goal PS-9

A community with opportunities for
healthy living and wellness.
Policy PS-9.1

Explore opportunities to
address public health
concerns through City
policies, projects, programs,
and regulations.

Policy PS-9.2

Support programs to
coordinate regional, county,
and local agencies,
including schools, medical
facilities, and community
centers to improve public
health and well-being.
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